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A Cambodian Librarian in Wilkes-Barre’ 
by 





SARANGAM HEM THOUTCH. Chief Librarian 
American Library (U.S.1.S.), Phnom Penh, Cambodia 


March 10, 1959 was a bright 
day in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylva- 
nia. One of the brightest things 
about it was the arrival of Miss 
Sarangam Hem Thoutch of Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia. Miss Sarangam 
was coming to work at the Oster- 
hout Free Library. 

On that March day four Ameri- 
can librarians waited at the 
Wilkes-Barre-Scranton (Avoca) Air- 
port. They waited filled with 
mixed emotions. I, as her person- 
al advisor, thought of her as a 
young girl 12,000 miles from 
home. I was most anxious as to 
how to help her to be happy in 
this new country with strange peo- 
ple. What the other librarians 
thought was expressed in the often 
repeated questions, What will she 
be like? What is she thinking 
about us? Most often the ques- 
tion was, Will she like us? 


As the plane landed, we rushed 
out of the airport accompanied by 
the photographers who were to 
make pictures of us and Miss 
Sarangam for our local papers. 
There was also a camera man 
from Station WBRE-TV. Miss 
Sarangam was among the last to 
come off the plane. There was 
no mistaking her. Her eyes were 
bright with interest and happiness. 
Her smile was as friendly as 
though she had known us for 
years. 

We rushed her to her hotel, then 
on to a restaurant for dinner. 
(We've been rushing her about 
ever since.) At dinner we watched 
ourselves on television. Such is 
Miss Sarangam's personality that 
a stranger eating there came to 
her to tell her she could get a 
print of the film from Station 
WBRE. This she did receive some 





*Miss Sarangam was interviewed by 
Josephine Pedigo, Reference Librarian, 


Osterhout Free Library, Wilkes-Barre. 





time later, and she plans to show 
it at home so her people may see 
how she was welcomed in Wilkes- 
Barre. As we were leaving the 
restaurant, Sarangam (yes, she’s 
called Sarangam) asked in her 
quiet, polite way if we could just 
drive by and look at the Library. 
Her wish was granted and she 
saw for the first time the building 
that has become her place of em- 
ployment. 

In addition to her regular work 
at the Osterhout, Sarangam is 
taking courses in English at Wilkes 
College. Two nights each week 
she is tutored in English by one 
of the English teachers from our 
G.A.R. High School. Her English 
is good but she, to quote her, 
“must improve my English before 
I go home.” 

Since she has_ been here, 
Sarangam has given of her time 
and talent to local clubs, schools 
and church groups. She, like a 
great many of us, is not a wonder- 
ful public speaker, but she can 
hold the interested attention of a 
group as well as any speaker. 

If she leaves nothing else with 
us except her chann, her gracious 
ness and her. happy philosophy 
of life, we shall be the richer. 

Now I shall let Miss Sarangam 
speak for herself. 

When I received a. note from 
the Library of Congress letting me 
know that I was wanted by the 
Osterhout Free Library in Wilkes- 
Barre, my first reaction was to 
rush forward to an atlas and to 
look for the exact location. I 
found a very small dot on the map 
and noticed it was in the Eastern 
part of the U.S.A., close to the 
Atlantic seaboard. Although many 
of my friends in Cambodia knew 
about New York and other big 
cities in the States, the name of 
Wilkes-Barre meant nothing to 
them, and they were just as 
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puzzled as |.as to what I would 
find upon my arrival in the place 
called Wilkes-Barre. Looking back 
upon this happening, I realize 
now I experienced feeling of a 
little fear, puzzlement and doubt, 
but this was quickly overshad- 
owed by a warm friendly letter 
from the Osterhout Librarian in 
Wilkes-Barre. Two kindly letters 
had affixed their signatures. 
Their expressions of kindness and 
friendship toward me very quick- 
ly dispelled the doubts and petty 
fears I had about traveling to this 
remote dot on the map called 
Wilkes-Barre. 

Further expressions of warmth 
and fellowship were evidence up- 
on my arrival at the Avoca air- 
port. Coming down the gangway 
from the plane, I heard a voice 
say, ‘There she is.” From the 
friendly timbre of the voice I felt 
the first feeling for the people of 
Wilkes-Barre. It was one of feel- 
ing welcomed to a place that I 
had never seen or visited before 
in my life. 

I would like to explain what has 
made me feel welcomed during 
the last ten months in Wilkes- 
Barre. Perhaps the best way to 
express this feeling is to explain 
my many contacts with people, 
my observations of what I have 
seen and heard in this city, and 
impressions I have gained from 
speaking to social groups. 

One of my first impressions of 
the city which still remains with 
me is that the smallness here has 
contrasted with large cities I have 
visited. But this quality is counter- 
balanced by the bigness of the 
people's heart and their expres- 
sions of friendliness. Perhaps 
when I arrived here I expected to 
see a town strictly devoted to 
mining, with accompanying dust 
and grime, but to the contrary, I 
have found this little city nested 
between mountains, quite tidy 
and clean. Ironical as it may 
seem, I have yet to see my first 
mine. 





Taking a walk around the town, 
I noticed many big and beautiful 
houses which have been convert 
ed into schools and dormitories, 
To my questions, Miss Pedigo, my 
advisor and wonderful friend, 
said that those buildings were do- 
nated by wealthy people after 
they had died. This was another 
thing which impressed me very 
much. Apparently the citizens 
are interested in contributing to 
social welfare, to develop their 
city and to help education. 

So many people have asked me 
to give constructive criticism on 
Americans and their way of life: 
Since they have been so sincere 
in asking me those questions, | 
would like to take the opportunity 
that they have given me to give 
a few comments. Sometimes | 
feel that you are so much ina 
hurry to get things done or to get 
to some place in a least possible 
time that you are inclined to ig- 
nore the leisure way of life which 
gives a person an appreciation of 
intrinsic things. The standard of 
life here and in all parts of the 
States is very high, and as I have 
answered to many Americans 
who asked me about the differ- 
ence of living, it is beyond com- 
parison between America and the 
other countries I had visited. Ii 
is a good thing to see so many 
people with so many things, but ! 
do hope that it doesn’t make them 
selfish toward themselves and 
other people. With the U.S.A. 
taking a role in world politics, it's 
become a duty of her people to 
know more of geography. Some 
people do have this knowledge, 
but I am afraid it only becomes 
useful when nations are in a cti- 
sis situation. When this happens, 
the Americans quickly take out 
their geography books and be 
come over-zealous in _ locating 
places and events, whereas in 
another country there is a devel: 
opmental appreciation for geogra- 
phy in itself. 
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I wonder if the people in Wilkes- 
Barre appreciate the beautiful and 
precious Gothic structure called— 
and what an unusual name—the 
Osterhout Free Library. Seeing 
the beautiful facade of the library 
lighted at night makes me remem- 
ber the lighted chateaux in France. 
I wondered if anyone of you have 
ever experienced the same feeling. 
The inside is large, almost double 
the size of my library at home. It 
contains so many books which 
make me wonder. The first day 
] took my work I thought how 
could I remember all those books. 
In addition, there are also those 
that we call ‘stacks’ which are 
shelved on the second and third 
floor. Many times I had difficulty 
finding books, but thanks to the 
nice staff who are always ready 
to help me, I managed. Now I 
am almost like one of the mem- 
bers of the staff. Many times they 
come to me, asking me to resolve 
such and such a problem demand- 
ed by the patrons. I feel as if I 
am needed. Of course, some- 
times I couldn't help, but some- 
times I succeeded. Then I feel 
very proud that my knowledge 
served for something, and I'm also 
proud that the staff considers me 
as one of them, having the same 
experience as they. My surprise 
was great the first day my fellows 
took me upstairs for a break. On 
the second floor there is a kitchen 
where meals can be cooked and 
eaten. In the next room there are 
tables, chairs, a cosy couch on 
which we can lie down for a min- 
ute of relaxation. In addition, a 
television set for further enjoy- 
ment. Having adopted the same 
system of classification in our li- 
brary in Cambodia, I have not 
had much difficulty in following 
the procedure here. But the acti- 
vity outside the library is different. 
While here, the staff goes 4. con- 
tact schools, giving talks on books, 
we in Cambodia go to present 
books to the schools for their 


school's libraries. Each year we 
send to different colleges in the 
Capital and in the provinces a cer- 
tain number of books to be award- 
ed to the best students. We are a 
liason between the Cambodian 
and American officials. We open 
English courses at night and try 
to find teacher volunteers for the 
classes. We invite patrons and 
officials, also other people to at- 
tend our art exhibits, lectures and 
film projections; we therefore de- 
velop our cultural exchanges and 
assist people to better understand. 
These different ways in the culture 
has, Iam sure, the same aim. My 
experiences in Osterhout Free Li- 
brary will help me a lot to add the 
new methods and procedures in 
my library at home. 

I enjoy working with each per- 
son from day to day. Time goes 
by quickly, and pretty soon I have 
to leave all these wonderful peo- 
ple. I will certainly miss the 
Osterhout Library and its nice 
staff, its patrons and the pleasant 
city of Wilkes-Barre. When | re- 
turn home I will tell my people 
and friends how lucky I was to be 
chosen by the Osterhout Library. 
Another word—Wilkes-Barre can 
be proud of its fine library and 
with its superior librarian and 
dedicated staff of workers. Wilkes- 
Barre can also be proud of its 
citizens who are nice and welcom- 
ing. Perhaps the most sincere 
feeling I can express in conslusion 
is that I always have felt at home 
among friendly Wilkes-Barreans. 


100 Per cent PLA Membership 


Gold siars for the Reading Public Library 
and the Tinicum Public Library. Each has 
100% of its staff and Board of Trusttees 
enroiled in P.L.A. 

Silver stars for the Allentown Pubic Lib- 
rary and the Cambria Public Library. Johns- 
town. Every staff member of each has 
joined for 1960. 

A silver star to the Du Bois Public Li- 
brary. Every member of its Board of Trus- 
tees has joined P.L.A. 

WE'VE A WHOLE SKY FULL OF STARS 
HOW ABOUT ONE FOR YOUR LIBRARY? 
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National Library Week Message 


from 


GENERAL M. B. RIDGWAY, Chairman 


Pennsylvania State Committee for National Library Week 





General Ridgway 


It is a special privilege for me 
to be associated with the observ- 
ance of National Library Week in 
Pennsylvania this year. For I feel 
that its objective—'‘a better-read, 
better-informed America” - is a 
particularly worthy one and the 
promotion of libraries a most valid 
project. 

Our able State Committee, 
members of which represent the 
various sections of Pennsylvania 
as well as diversified groups in 
the community, has much to con- 
tribute to make National Library 


Week in Pennsylvania a_well- 
rounded effort to improve library 
service and facilities in our State. 


The New York headquarters 
staff for National Library Week 
has intormed us that during the 
first week in April well-known 
authors will contribute to national 
magazines and syndicated news- 
papers articles on the value of 
reading. Among these authors 
are Marchette Chute, Anna and 
Russel Crouse, Marcia Davenport, 
Moss Hart, Stewart Holbrook, John 
Kieran, Alexander King, Garrett 
Mattingly, Robert Paul Smith, and 
Mark Van Doren. 


Likewise, on national radio and 
television network programs dur- 
ing that week famous entertainers 
will promote reading for pleasure 
and profit and publicize library 
services. 


So you librarians and your lo 
cal NLW committees in commu- 
nities large and small throughout 
Pennsylvania can count on this 
national support to help you suc 
ceed with the various programs 
which you are planning in observ 
ance of National Library Week 


As our goal let us encourage 
our citizens to follow President 
Eisenhower's advice to "make a 
special effort to seek out the treas- 
ures of knowledge, ideas, and 
spiritual insight provided by our 
libraries across the land.” 
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Pennsylvania State Committee 
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University of Scranton 
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Mr. Clair McCollough 

Station WGAL 

8 West King Street 

Lancaster, 

Mr. Ralph W. McComb 

State University Library 

University Park 

Mr. Joseph A. McDonough, President 

The Pennsylvania Federation of Labor 

Front and Pine Streets 

Harrisburg, 

Mr. J. Collins McSparran, Master 

Pennsylvania State Grange 

1604 Second Street 

Harrisburg, 

Mr. William R. Oliver, 

jones and Laughlin Steel Corp. 
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Pittsburgh, 

Mrs. Norman F. Patton, President 

Pennsylvania League of Women Voters 
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Mr. Gwilym A. Price, Chairman 

Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing 
Co. 
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Pittsburgh 22, 

Miss Helen Mary Pyle 

Sun Oil Co. 
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Philadelphia, 

Mr. Donald A. Reichmann, President 

Pennsylvania Library Association 
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1021 Chestnut Street 
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Dr. J. Conrad Seegers, President 

Muhlenberg College 

Allentown, 

Dr. Joseph M. Walsh 
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Irvine, 
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National Library Week 
Penna. Libraries - Proposed Legislation* 


National Library Week offers 
the opportunity to spread informa- 
tion concerning state-wide as well 
as local library conditions and 
needs. Each civic organization 
and club in your community can 
be requested to give you or one 
of its members five minutes at the 
April meeting to inform the group 
about the Pennsylvania Library 
Survey and the recommendations 
for improving service in Pennsy]- 
vania. There follows data which 
can be used in preparing talks. 

The public library should be 
the primary source of information 
and constructive entertainment in 
the community. Beyond the high 
school and the university, the li- 
brary is society's most effective 
instrument for continuing educa- 
tion. 

Today, however, 21 per cent of 
all Pennsylvanians have no local 
library service of any kind. Most 
of these live in rural areas and 
small towns. 

52 per cent of all existing libra- 
ties can make only a gesture to- 
ward real library service. Their 
book stocks are chiefly gifts, 
books the owners no longer want- 
ed. They lack authoritative books 
telating to the most common of 
subjects. 38 per cent of them do 
not have even a recently pub- 
lished encyclopedia. 

56 per cent of all Pennsylvania 
libraries have no full-time libra- 
tian. Many of them are operated 
by volunteer citizens and are open 
only a few hours each week. 

52 per cent of the libraries spend 
less than 50 cents per capita annu- 
ally; 74 per cent spend less than 
$1.00. The national minimum 
standard for limited service is 


$1.50. 
Pennsylvania ranks thirty-third 





* Marjorie Flood 
NLW Executive Director, for Pennsylvania 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 


among the states in library ex- 
penditures per capita. 

We need more libraries and 
bookmobiles, of course, but there 
is equal need to develop most of 
the existing libraries. Here we 
face the fact that 58 per cent of 
our libraries are in towns too 
small to finance effective service 
independently, yet they must rely 
upon their own resources. We 
have 367 libraries but no library 
system! 

Legislation has been prepared 
to permit—no compulsion—the 
grouping of these libraries in co- 
operative district systems. Each 
system would include one larger 
library from which the smaller 
ones could borrow books which 
they do not own, and from which 
they could secure other services. 
These larger libraries would in 
turn look to the State Library, 
Pennsylvania State University Li- 
brary, and the public libraries of 
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh for 
unusual books and _= services. 
Thus even the rural resident on a 
bookmobile route could secure the 
books and services of the State's 
major libraries. 

Costs-Need for State Subsidies 

When this plan is fully devel- 
oped—-and it would take years to 
do so—the cost would be about 
$24,000,000 annually, of which the 
State would be asked to provide 
25 per cent. Most of the State 
subsidy would go to the local li- 
braries as an incentive to provide 
a reasonable level of support from 
their own funds. 

This legislation failed to pass 
the 1959 session of the Legislature. 
It will be offered again in 1961, 
and it is important to begin pro 
moting it now. 

For further information concern- 
ing legislation address Mr. Ralph 
Blasingame, Jr., State Librarian 
Box 608, Harrisburg. 
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The cultural history of Pennsyl- 
vania is peculiarly rich and of re- 
markably varied origins. Certain- 
ly ours is not an exclusively 
(uaker background as many peo- 
ple both inside and out of the 
state seem to believe. Oddly 
enough, it was William Penn, him- 
self a Quaker, who founded the 
state on principles that would lead 
to the broadest kind of cultural 
development. Contrary to the 
popular concept of 1/th century 
(Quakers, Penn was no prude. 
He read widely, had a flair for 
fine clothes, and he was an enthu- 
siastic adventurer. His great ad- 
venture of establishing the new 
colony is ample evidence of that. 

But what is more important, he 
brought to the new world a philos- 
ophy of tolerence and the princi- 
ples of freedom which opened the 
doors to the oppressed of many 
ethnic groups. Thus we find in 
Pennsylvania the Amish, the 
Scotch-Irish (who, if you would 
take their word for it, fought the 
Indians and held the frontier all 
by themselves), the Welsh—Phila- 
delphia is surrounded by towns 
with Welsh names, such as Bryn 
Mawr, Cynwyd, Llanerch. The 
Dutch, of course, were here ahead 
of Penn and the passengers who 
landed from the Welcome, while 
south of Philadelphia were colo- 
nies of Swedes and Finns. 

With such a diversity of Euro- 
pean cultures represented at the 
outset, it was inevitable that Penn- 
sylvania should be a spawning 
ground for much cultural activity. 
It is interesting to note that a ma- 
jor element of William Penn's plan 
was to bring a high level of cul- 


ture into that raw _ wilderness, 
right from the outset. Records 
show that many books were in 
“*Speech given by Donald E. Cooke, Man 
ager, Trade Books Division, John C. Wins- 
ton Company, at CYPSL Section meeting, 
PLA Conference, York, October 3, 1959 








Pennsylvania’s Cultural Heritage® 


cluded in the first cargo—books 
which included Milton’s poems, 
Don Quixote, and the recently- 
published Pilgrim’s Progress. 

Likewise, religious freedom was 
a foundation stone of the common- 
wealth. This was an important 
factor in assuring wide cultura! 
development as it attracted peo 
ple of varying faiths, nationalities 
and customs. 

Speaking of freedom, an amus- 
ing story is told of Premier Khrush- 
chev’s return to Moscow after his 
recent tour of the United States. 
Besieged by Russian reporters, 
Khrushchev was pressed by one 
persistent writer to tell what he 
had observed of American Free. 
dom. 

“Is it true,’’ asked the Russian 
journalist, ‘that they have politi- 
cal freedom in the United States?” 

To this question Mr. Khrushchev 
replied vaguely, mumbling some- 
thing to the effect that Russians, 
too, had freedom. 

“But,” insisted the reporter 
“we've heard it said that an av- 
thor in America could write a 
book on the horrors of capitalism 
and democracy, and _ nothing 
would happen to him.” 

At this point the Russian premier 
broke into his famous grin. ’’ Well,” 
said he, “we have the same kind 
of freedom here, do we not, com- 
rade? You could write a book on 
the horrors of capitalism and de- 
mocracy, and nothing would hap- 
pen to you.” 

Undoubtedly, freedom means 
different things to different people. 
but for William Penn it embraced 
the ideal religious, cultural and 
political tolerence. The Quakers 
early made their ‘‘meetings”’ the 
cultural as well as the spiritual 
centers of their communities. 
Each contained a library and a 
school. 

Most of the early immigrants 
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were craftsmen. This, too, was 
an integral part of Penn's plan- 
ning, for he had wisely anticipa- 
ted the need for skills in carpentry, 
masonry, cabinet-making and so 
forth, in a country as wild as was 
Pennsylvania in 1682. Colonial 
cabinet-making, incidentally, is 
unsurpassed to this day. The iron 
work of those early Pennsylvania 
foundries has a unique beauty. 
These were arts in the truest sense, 
and the various Colonial hand- 
crafts form an important segment 
of our cultural heritage. 


The Welsh apparently did not 
transplant a recognizable culture 
from Britain, but merged with their 
new neighbors. Still their influ- 
ence was undoubtedly felt, vartic- 
ularly in the realm of music and 
singing. 

From the Germans came the 
curiously beautiful folk art known 
as "Pennsylvania Dutch” Fraktur, 
with its quaint decorations on 
chests, pottery and baptismal cer- 
tificates. 

Meanwhile, the Scotch-Irish Pres- 
byterians were establishing the 
“schoolhouse and the kirk” as the 
foundations of every community, 
along with their frontier forts 
against the Indians and_ the 
French. 

All of these groups, merging 
together, though still retaining 
some of the old country cultures, 
oroduced a Pennsylvania culture 
in books and art that has a quality 
of its own, though no one can 
isolate it entirely from other A- 
merican cultures. It is a fact that 
a surprising number of artists and 
writers seems to spring from Penn 
sylvania soil. And all this is un- 
doubtedly the result, in a very 
seat degree, of William Penn's 
riginal concepts of freedom. 
Looking at a later period we 
can scarcely forget that Benjamin 
Franklin's publishing enterprises 
represent one of the greatest con- 
tributions not only to Pennsylva 
nia, but to all American culture. 
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Still in the realm of books, per- 
haps one of the world’s greatest 
eras of book illustration began 
with Howard Pyle, who — though 
he was born in 1853 in Wilming- 
ton, Delaware had a great in- 
fluence on the art centers of near- 
by Philadelphia, where he did 
much of his study, teaching and 
work. It seems to me impossible 
to discuss Pennsylvania art and 
culture without special reference 
to Howard Pyle. Incidentally, 
Pyle himself wrote _ thirty-four 
books and illustrated most of them. 
In addition, he illustrated more 
than 160 books by other authors; 
2,200 of his drawings and paint 
ings appeared in the magazines 
and periodicals of his day. 

From Howard Pyle’s_ school 
have come several generations of 
Pennsylvania artists and author- 
illustrators, all of whom have heen 
profoundly influenced by Pyle. 
One of his tenets, which he repeat- 
ed often to his students, was: 
“cleverness without sound train 
ing spells failure.” He was a hard 
taskmaster and a thorough be- 
liever in solid basic training, yet 
in later years students of his gave 
entirely different pictures of him 
as a teacher. They attributed 
this to the fact that he had an un- 
canny ability to adopt his brand 
of instruction to the personality 
of the student, thus bringing out 
each individual's special and pe 
culiar talents. 

Turned down by the Pennsy! 
vania Academy of Fine Arts be- 
cause “illustration is commercial, 
and not a fine art,’’ Pyle accepted 
a teaching position at Drexel Insti 
tute in 1894. It was there that he 
did some of his most important 
work. 

Think of the great literary and 
artistic heritage that has come 
down to us from this one great 
master of illustration! His earlier 
students included Maxfield Par- 
rish, Jessie Wilcox Smith, Eliza- 
beth Shippen Green, Gertrude 








Kay, Violet Oakley, and Frank E. 
Schoonover. Later, many other 
students of Howard Pyle became 
famous: Thornton Oakley, Harvey 


Dunn, N. C. Wyeth, Edward A. 
Wilson, Anton Otto Fischer—-to 
name only a few. Several of 


these distinguished artists are still 
active in the book illustration field. 

Many of these Pyle students 
wroie books as well as illustrated 
them. While some studied in 
Wilmington at the master’s famous 
private Franklin Street school, a 
good number of them were Penn- 
sylvanians who have taught, in 
their turn, other Pennsylvanians. 


I myself can claim a line of 
artistic descent from Howard Pyle 
(though I'm far from being alone 
in this, and I certainly make no 
claim to a personal comparison 
with the great names which com- 
prise the Pyle school) for I studied 
illustration at the Philadelphia Mu- 
seum School of Art under Henry 
C. Pitz, who studied under Thorn- 
ton Oakley, who studied under 
Howard Pyle. Actually, Henry 
Pitz was taught by two Pyle stu- 
dents—the other being Walter 
Everett, a fine illustrator, though 
not so well known as Thornton 
Oakley. 


One of the most interesting as- 
pecis to such a review of Pyle’s 
artistic ‘family tree” is its revela- 
tion of how close we are in point 
of time, and of direct influence, to 
the school's founder. Art students 
in the Philadelphia schools are, 
in 1959, receiving instruction only 
third hand, as it were, from 
Howard Pyle. 

Today, Pennsylvania books and 
authors are making great contri- 
butions to the extension of our 
cultural heritage, and Pennsylva- 
nia librarians need no enumera- 
tion of the many celebrated con- 
temporary names that make up 
‘the Keystone State's artistic and 
literary hall of fame. 

But while we are justified in 
taking considerable pride in Penn- 





sylvania’s record, it would be fool. 
ish to carry local pride too far, 
The important thing is to recog 
nize cultural progress whenever 
and wherever it may occur, 
Whether great artistic works are 
produced in Pennsylvania, Michi- 
gan, Alaska—whether in Ger. 
many, France or Russia—the test 
of greatness must always be its 
contribution to the betterment of 
mankind as a whole. 


White House Conference 
on Children and Youth 
March 27-April 2, Washington, D. C. 


In connection with the 1960 Golden Jubi- 
lee White House Conference on Children 
and Youth write to the Children’s Book 
Council, Inc., 175 Fifth Avenue, New 
York 10, for their bibliography, ‘The Op. 
portunities that Books Offer." (15c for sin- 
gle copies, 25 copies for $2.25, 100 copies 
for $8.00) The bibliography covers the re- 
cent literature about children’s books that 
pertains to the subject matter of the Con- 
ference. It is annotated and divided into 
five sections: Character Development and 
the Acquisition of Values through Books; 
Books Aid the Physically, Mentally, and 
Emotionally Handicapped; Intergroup Re- 
lations; Toward a Life of Creativity, and 
Youth Against the Community. 





The 
H. R. HUNTTING CO., Inc. 


offers 


PROMPT AND EFFICIENT 
SERVICE 
and 
GENEROUS DISCOUNTS 
on | 
BOOKS ot ALL PUBLISHERS 
ALL BINDINGS 


Catalogs on Request 


BURNETT RD. & FIRST AVE, 
CHICOPEE FALLS, MASS. 
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THE WORLD IS AROUND ME 


All minds in the world's history 
find their focus in a library. This 
is the pinnacle of the temple from 
which we may see all the king- 
doms of the world and the glory 
of them. .. And they are at peace 
together. My architects are build- 
ing night and day without sound 
of hammer; my painters are de- 
signing, my poets singing, my 
philosophers discoursing, my his- 
torians, the theologians, weaving 
their tapestries, my generals 
marching about without noise or 
blood. . . All the world is around 
me, all that ever stirred human 
heart or fired the imagination is 
harmlessly here. My library 
shelves are the avenues of time. 
Ages have wrought, generations 
grown, and all their blossoms are 
cast down here. It is the garden 
of immortal fruit, without dog or 
dragon. 


(The author, also 


known as Petrus 


os 


an effort to satisfy our customers 
better service 
A Card or a 


trained driver salesman 


TO PLEASE 


NORTH MANCHESTER, 


Pictaviensis, Pierre de Poictiers. lived from 
about 1130 to 1205. He was Master in 
Theology and Chancellor of Paris from 
1193 to his death.) 

Set by hand in Goudy thirty type and 
eighty copies printed on Maidstone paper 
by Davis & Warde, Inc., Pittsburgh, De- 
cember, 1959 for the following members of 
the Anglers’ Club of New York: Ludwic 
K. Moorehead, C. Otto V. Kienbusch, 
William R. Oliver, Lewis M. Hull. 


Drexel Institute of Technology 
Drexel Institute of Technology's $1,600 
000 Library Center was dedicated Decem- 
ber 8, 1959. The Library Center, which 
houses both the library and the Graduate 
School of Library Science, will serve as 
the focal point of special programs and 
projects designed to increase public inter 
est in libraries and the field of librarian 
ship. 
Find Me a Book I Can Read. 
Find Me a Book I Can Read is a list of 


books that can be used by parents, teach- 
ers, and librarians to aid first and second 
graders in the selection of books that they 
can read by themselves. Single copies of 
this booklet will be sent to individuals wh« 
send a self-addressed stamped envelope 
to Office of Work with Children, The Free 
Library of Philadelphia, Logan 


Square 
Philadelphia 3. 


(7 C ustomers are ss at latcia aiitelal s 


(Oltiamtigelilielelaictite system, our new, 
efficient poet our improved produc 
tion technique rol relare| with advanced 
office proce duties have all resulted as 
wants . ... for 
highest and lower prices 
bring a factory 
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F/ Now in its third 
Printing, ‘‘A 
Stitch in Time”, 
an authentic 
history of bind- 
ing — yours for 
the asking. 
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DESIGNER LINE 
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LIBRARY FURNITURE...IN THE NEWEST AND FINEST LIBRARIES 





DESIGNER LINE LIBRARY FURNITURE IS AN ENTIRELY NEw 
CONCEPT OF DESIGN THAT BEAUTIFULLY BLENDS WOOD Anp 
METAL IN PERFECT HARMONY. THE LIBRARY BUREAU SPECIALISTs 


IN YOUR AREA CAN GIVE YOU COMPLETE INFORMATION, 


NEW ORLE ANS PUBLIC LIBRARY—A VIEW OF THE GENERAL SERVICES DIVISION FROM THE MEZZANIK: 












LIBRARY BUREAU 900 MARKET STREET, HARRISBURG, PA. 
io Remington. Frand. STANWIX AT FOURTH AVENUE, PITTSBURGH 22, PA. 
Division of SPERRY RAND CORPORATION 1624 LOCUST STREET, PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 
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Government 


A panel on Government docu- 
ments was sponsored by the Col- 
lege and Reference Section at the 
annual Conference last October. 

Mrs. Flora D. Colton, Reference 
Librarian at the University of 
Pennsylvania Library, spoke on 
the problems that large Univer- 
sity libraries have in dealing with 
state documents. She _ pointed 
out that no complete list of state 
documents is available and thai 
important documents are distrib- 
uted very late: for example, the 
PENNSYLVANIA MANUAL, the 
BUDGET, the PENNSYLVANIA IN- 
DUSTRIAL DIRECTORY and the 
publications of the Department of 
Public Instruction. Topographic, 
geologic and public utility publi- 
cations do, however, appear on 
time. Mrs. Colton stated that it 
was very difficult to keep track of 
the various series as there seemed 
to be no consistency of form, for- 
mat or notation. In Pennsylvania 
there is no central source of sup- 
ply for state documents and as a 
result, one must depend on the 
various agencies, many of which 
do not even answer inquiries. 
Mrs. Colton suggested that there 
was need for a new compendium 
of state reorganization. 

Mrs. Herbert W. Frankenfield, 
Librarian, Norristown Public Li- 
brary, stated that the limited budg- 
et of small libraries hampered the 
acquisitions of state documents. 
More free publications would be 
welcome. The two types of pub- 
lications most needed in small li- 
braries, said Mrs. Frankenfield, 
are those of a statistical nature 
and those concerning local Gov- 
emment organization. 


*Summary prepared by Alphonse F. 
Trezza, Executive Secretary, Catholic Li- 
brary Association 
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Documents* 


Mr. Donald H. Kent, Chief, Divi- 
sion of Research and Museum 
Commission, spoke briefly about 
the many important titles issued 
by the Pennsylvania Historical 
Museum Commission. Some of 
them are, GUIDE TO THE PUB- 
LISHED ARCHIVES OF PENN- 
SYLVANIA, BIBLIOGRAPHY OF 
PENNSYLVANIA HISTORY and 
A PRELIMINARY GUIDE TO RE- 
SEARCH MATERIALS. A new 
edition of PENNSYLVANIA HIS- 
TORY IN OUTLINE is now in prep- 
aration. Mr. Kent pointed out 
that the publications of the Com- 
mission are easily and cheaply 
available. 

Mr. William C. Seyler, Deputy 
Secretary, Pennsylvania Depart- 
ment of Internal Affairs, gave a 
brief outline of why information 
is the business of the Department 
of Internal Affairs. He mentioned 
the many statistical and _ local 
Government publications issued, 
and stated that the Department 
was most anxious to cooperate in 
whatever way possible in making 
their publications available. 

Mr. Robert H. Deily, Principal 


Librarian, New York State Li- 
brary, discussed the legislative 
law of the state of New York 


which pertained to the receipt by 
the state library of state docu- 
ments as mandatory on the part 
of state agencies. He described 
the depository system involving 
in-state and outof-state libraries 
either as full or selective deposi- 
tories, and explained the publica- 
tion of the MONTHLY CHECK 
LIST OF THE OFFICIAL PUBLI- 
CATIONS OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK which cumulates an- 
nually and every five years. Mr. 
Deily also noted that New York 
State maintains an exchange pro- 
gram with other states and schol- 
arly institutions. 











After the formal presentations, 
a lively discussion ensued. The 
general consensus was that ideal- 
ly a complete list of publications 
issued by Government agencies 
in Pennsylvania should be pub- 
lished and that a central source 
for acquiring state publications be 
established. All agencies should 
be urged to cooperate in trying to 
achieve bibliographical uniform- 
ity in their publications. Mr. 
Seyler explained that the Depart- 
ment of Internal Affairs had an 
Advisory Committee on Statistics 
and a Committee on the Coordi- 
nation of Municipal Research. It 
was suggested that PLA represen- 
tation on these committees might 
be mutually beneficial. Mr. Seyler 
agreed to submit* the suggestion 
to Miss Genevieve Blatt, the Sec- 
retary of Internal Affairs. 


In summary, the Moderator 
pointed out that the interest elic- 
ited by this meeting was ample 
proof that a committee should be 
appointed to take an active role 
in trying to improve the listing, 
availability and distribution of 
state documents to libraries. A 
first step for this committee could 
be to urge every state agency to 
send copies of its publications to 
the Library of Congress for inclu- 
sion in the MONTHLY CHECK 
LIST OF STATE PUBLICATIONS. 
This would be one way of keeping 
libraries informed. The meeting 
closed with a resolution to be pre- 
sented to the officers of the Col- 
lege and Reference Section recom- 
mending that a committee on state 
documents be appointed. 





“In a letter dated October 6, Miss 
Blatt wrote to Mr. Daniel Healey, President 
of PLA, officially inviting the Association 
to nominate one person to serve on each 
of the two committees. The representa- 
tives are Mrs. Flora D. Colton, University 
of Pittsburgh Library and Mr. Anthony 
Martin, Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh. 


GOVERNOR SPONSORS 2nd 
CONFERENCE FOR LIBRARY 
TRUSTEES 


April 8 has been set aside as 
ihe date for the Second Governor's 
Conference of Library Trustees. 
As this goes to press a committee 
of Library Trustees, headed by 
Mr. Duane Wilder, President of 
the PLA Trustees Section, is work- 
ing out final program plans for 
the Conference which will consti- 
tute a major event of Pennsylva- 
nia's observance of National Li- 
brary Week. 

During this period of library de- 
velopment it is important that 
every library be represented at 
the Conference. Library boards 
may wish to consider paying ex- 
penses of one delegate and urging 
as many other members as possi- 
ble to attend. 





Colonial 
Book 
Service 


Specialists in supplying the 
out-of-print books as listed 
in all Library Indices 
(Granger Poetry; Essay and 
General Literature; Shaw; 
Standard; Fiction; Biogra- 
phy; Lamont Catalogue; 
Speech, etc. . . .) 


Want Lists Invited 


23 EAST FOURTH STREET 
NEW YORK 3, N. Y. 
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Cooperation Between The Pennsylvania 
State Library And The Union Library 
Catalogue 


An extended system of search- 
ing for interlibrary loan materials 
will be instituted by the State Li- 
brary and the Union Library Cata- 
logue of the Philadelphia Metro- 
politan Area. A definite starting 
date for this program has not yet 
been set, but we hope it will be 
quite soon. 

The Pennsylvania State Library 
has been able to supply requested 
material for about sixty per cent 
of the interlibrary loan requests it 
has received in the past. The 
other forty per cent were returned 
to the requesting libraries without 
action beyond search in the Penn- 
sylvania State Library catalogs. 
In the future, all requests which 
cannot be filled from the Pennsyl- 
vania State Library collection will 
be forwarded to the Union Library 
Catalogue of the Philadelphia 
Metropolitan Area. The Union 
Library Catalogue will then 
search for locations in other li- 
braries on these items, will note 
the locations on the request form, 
and will return the request form 
directly to the requesting library. 
The requesting library then may 
borrow the material directly from 
the nearest library holding the 
item. 

This procedure will be applied 
to all interlibrary loan requests 
which the Pennsylvania State Li- 
brary receives. It is primarily 
directed toward the public libra- 
ties of the State, but all requests 
from college, school, and other 
libraries will be included. Col- 
lege libraries which are now 
members of the Union Library 
Catalogue of the Philadelphia 
Metropolitan Area are encour- 
aged to retain those memberships 
and to make their requests of the 
Catalogue as they have in the 


past. All public libraries, on the 
other hand, will be encouraged to 
send all interlibrary loan requests 
to the Pennsylvania State Library 
directly. The Union Library Cata- 
logue will offer those public li- 
braries outside of the immediate 
Philadelphia area an opportunity 
to terminate their subscriptions to 
the Catalogue if they wish to do 
SO. 
The object of this program is, 
of course, to use the existing li- 
brary resources of Pennsylvania 
to the best advantage possible 
prior to the establishment of the 
regional library system proposed 
in the Pennsylvania Library sur- 
vey. For a great many reasons, 
most of them involved with cost, 
this system which is about to go 
into effect will not be an adequate 
substitute for the regional idea but 
it is certainly a great step forward. 

It should be stressed that both 
the Pennsylvania State Library 
and the Union Library Catalogue 
of the Philadelphia Metropolitan 
Area are most anxious to give the 
best service possible and to ex- 
tend that service to as many li- 
braries as may wish to use it. 
Consequently, we hope sincerely 
that every librarian in Pennsyl- 
vania will feel it his or her right 
and privilege to request materials 
from the State Library under this 
system. 

The form which will soon be 
sent out is an interim one. A 
printing order for a marginal 
punched card to be substituted 
for that form has been submitted 
by the State Library. We do not 
know when the new cards will be 
received. Consequently, we ask 
that you use the interim form un- 
til you receive a supply of the 
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new cards. The new cards will 
not require any equipment and 
you will write or type them just as 
you would write or type on a slip 
of paper. They will require no 
special handling and may he 
treated in almost any fashion ex- 
cept that they may not be clipped 
at the edges. They will contain 
space for both a specific author 
and title request or for asking a 
reference question. The use oi 
both the interim form and the card 
is, of course, based on the need 
for reducing this matter to routine 
wherever possible. It is, as you 
will understand, much easier to 
sort or alphabetize forms of a 
standard shape and size than it 
is to handle the letterheads, post- 
al cards, and other items of vari- 
ous sizes which are now used. 
Ralph Blasingame, Jr. 
State Librarian 


WORKSHOPS ON LIBRARY 
BUDGETING 


Three PLA Districts (Northeast, South- 
west and Philadelphia) cooperated with 
appropriate Pennsylvania State University 
extension centers and the State Library in 
sonducting one-day library planning work- 
shops at Scranton, Greensburg and Glen 
side on October 28, November 4 and No- 
vember 11 respectively. 

The workshops, with the same program 
but different participants, dealt with the 
subject of library budgeting and procure- 
ment of operating funds from municipali- 
ties. Each meeting opened with a discus- 


sion of library budgeting principles and 
procedures by an outstanding Pennsyl- 
vania librarian. Following that, a public 


ficial (mayor, township manager) spoke 
on "Competition Among the Public Services 
for the Tax Dollar’, giving a picture of 
what the library is up against as it goes 
to municipal authorities for library funds. 

In the afternoon a form of role playing 
was used to stimulate discussion on prob 
lems of library finance. A hypothetical 
library with a meagre budget was de- 
scribed on a one-page handout given to 
everyone present. Prior to the workshop, 
a librarian had worked out a proposed 
budget of this hypothetical library for the 
new year. In Scene I, the librarian pre- 
sented the proposed budget to a mock 
board of directors made up, on the spot, 
from workshop participants, and in Scene 


Ill the board president and a committee of 
the board, along with the librarian, pre. 
sented the budget request to a mock bor. 
ough council which was also made up on 
the spot from workshop participants. Live. 
ly discussion followed the playing of each 
scene. 

The evening session was devoted to a 
report on library development by Ralph 
Blasingame, Jr., State Librarian, and q 
talk by a library trustee on library trustee- 
ship. 

Speakers for the three workshops in- 
cluded: Richard Caverley, Director of the 
Scranton Public Library; Joseph H. Myers, 
State Library Field Representative; Dr. 
May V. K. Valencik, Librarian of the 
Allentown Free Library; Hon. Frank P. 
Kelly, Mayor of Carbondale; Hon. J. Wai- 
son Sembower, Mayor of Uniontown; John 
F. Scull, Jr., Lower Merion Township Mana- 
ger; Robert Cohee, Librarian of the Hazel- 
ton Public Library; Mrs. V. V. Kendall, Li- 
brarian of the Dormont Public Library; 
William Joyce, Librarian of the Regional 
Library of Levittown; Dr. Benjamin DuVal, 
President of the Board of Trustees of the 
Scranton Public Library; Donald Nicolls, 
Trustee of the New Castle Public Library; 
Dorothy Bendix, Public Library Specialist 
of Drexel Institute of Technology Library 
School; David Palmer, Assistant Director 
of Extension Services, State Library and 
Ralph Blasingame, Jr., State Librarian. 

The workshop program was arranged 
and coordinated by the Extension Division 
of the State Library. William Pierce, Ex- 
tension Librarian for Pennsylvania State 
University, coordinated the local arrange- 
ments for the workshops through the ap- 
propriate University centers. 

Ernest E. Doerschuk, Jr. 
Director of Extension 
State Library 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


Feb 17—Philadelphia District Meeting at 
Drexel 

Apr 3-9—National Library Week 

Apr 8—Governor’s Conference for 
Library Trustees 

Apr 22—PLA Executive Board Meeting at 
Harrisburg 

May 5—4-County Meeting at Greenville 

May 6—Lehigh Valley District Meeting 
at Reading 

May 6—Northeastern District Meeting at 
Clarks-Summitt Abington High 
School 

May 6—West Branch District Meeting at 

Lock Haven State Teachers College 

May 7—South Central District Meeting 

May 11—Southwest District Meeting at 
Monessen Public Library 

May 14—Conemaugh-Juniata District Meet- 
ing at State College 

May 21—Northwest District Meeting at 
Warren 

Jun 19-25 ALA Conference at Montreal 
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A Selected List of Books on Pennsylvania, 1958-1959 


by 


Dorothy English. Librarian 
Pennsylvania Division, Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 


1958 


The literature on Pennsylvania for the 
year 1958 reflected the interest of sev- 
eral historical events which had occured 
within its borders just about 100 years 
ago: the centennial of the oil drilling at 
Titusville, the centennial of the Battle 
of Gettysburg toward which we are 
heading and the bicentennial of Pitts 
burgh. All are represented here along 
with a few other subjects of general 
statewide appeal. 

Deatrick, Elinor S. The Pennsylvania 
Citizen. New Brunswick, New Jersey, 
Rutaers University Press, 1958, 374p 
This is a good current political science- 
type text of the state government. 

Demorest, Rose. Pittsburgh: A Bicentennial 
Tribute. 1758-1958. Pittsburgh, Carne 
jie Library of Pittsburgh, 1958, 35p 

As the author herself writes, she has 
ffered us the "vivid story of drama, 
inspiration and achievement from the 
foundinc to the present, as men and 
women of vision changed a wilderness 
area into the city of Pittsburgh.” 

Jowdey, Clifford. Death of a Nation: The 
Story of Lee and His Men at Gettys- 
burg. New York, Knopf, 1958, 383p. 
‘The Battle is described from the Confed- 
erate point of view in an attempt ito dis- 

cover why it was lost.” 

Downey, Fairfax Davis. The Guns cé# 
Gettysburg. New York, David McKay 
Co., 1958, 290p. 

This book fills a gap in the Gettysbura 





story by writing about the important 
function of the artillery. 
‘Yinker, Sophie Hutchinson. Hannah Penn 


and the Proprietorship of Pennsylva- 
nia. Privately printed under the aus 
pices of the National Society of the 
Colonial Dames of America in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Phila- 
delphia, International Printing, 1958, 
207p. 
The author explains that she has select 
ed fifty-eight letters by Hannah Penn 
dealing directly with the government of 
Pennsylvania. .For fourteen years, 
this able woman served Pennsylvania 
as acting proprietor and governor.” 
Evenson, Jacob A. and Swetnam, George. 
Early Western Pennsylvania Hymns 
and Hymn-Tunes, 1816-1846. Coraop 
olis, Yahres Publications, 1958, 28p. 
Hagedorn, Ralph. Benjamin Franklin and 
Chess in Early America. Philadelphia, 
University of Pennsylvania, 1958, 92p. 
Included with Franklin's remarks on 
chess is a bibliography of chess in 
America to 1859. 


Hodges, Fletcher. Swanee River and a 
Biographical Sketch of Stephen Col- 
lins Foster. Published by the Stephen 
Foster Memorial Association, Inc. 
White Springs, Fla., 1958, 56p. 

The author's note states that the “‘facis 
in this biographical sketch. . .have been 
sbtained from material in the Foster 
Hall Collection at the University of Pitts 
burgh.” 

James, Alfred Proctor and Stotz, Charie:s 
Morse, Drums in the Forest. Pittsburgh 
Historical Society of Western Penn 
sylvania, 1958, 227p. 

‘his book is really two separate works: 
Decision at the Forks by Dr. James and 
Defense in the Wilderness by Mr. Siotz 
They deal with the "early days of Pitts 
surgh and events leading to its estab 
ishment. Each author approaches the 
subject from a different angle, their com 
lementary efforts making a well-r 
2d treatment unique in this field of 
torical writing.’ 

Lieberman, Barnet and Rabin, Walter W. 
Law of Zoning in Pennsylvania: A 
Handbook. Philadelphia, George 1 
Bisel Company, 1958, 298p. 

The goal was ‘To present the Pennsy 
vania case and statute law on zonina 
1s objectively and succinctly as possi 





ble.” 

McCardell, Lee. Ill-Starred General: Brad- 
dock of the Coldstream Guards. 
Pittsburgh, University of Pittsburak 
Press, 335p. 

A very detailed account of the life and 
professional career of Edward Braddock 
McKinney, William Wilson. The Presbyte- 
rian Valley. Pittsburgh . 

Warde, Inc., 1958, 639p. 

This book is published as a religious 
feature of the Pittsburgh Bicentennia 
Year 1958-1959 in recognition of the con 
tinued influence f Presbyterianisn 
throughout the two hundred years 
Pittsburgh's growth and expansion.’ 

McNierney, Leon. Titusville 1859. A nove! 
about the Birth of the Oil Industry 
New York, Vantage Press, 1958, 127p 

The author has telescoped into a few 
pages the story of the discovery of oi 

in Titusville in August, 1859. 

Nichols, E. J. Toward Gettysburg: A Bio- 
graphy of General John F. Reynolds. 
University Park, The Pennsylvania 
State University Press, 1958, 276p. 

John F. Reynolds was a Union soldier 
native of Lancaster Co. His experiences 
in the Civil War are given in detail up 
to his death at Gettysburg, July 1, 1863 


David 
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Peterson, Edwin L. and Jarrett, Thomas M. 
Penn's Woods West. Pittsburgh, Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh Press, 1958, 249p., 
over 300 photographs, 5 in color. 

This book is the cooperative effort of 
writer and photographer working togeth- 
er in spiritual rapport to produce an 
unusual literary work on the travel and 
description of western Pennsylvania. 

Swetnam, George. Where Else But Pitts- 
burgh! Pittsburgh, Davis & Warde,, 
Inc., 1958, 194p. 

A series of short episodes and refer- 
ences to people and events in Pittsburgh 
from its beginning at the Point in 1758 
to the development of Gateway in 1958. 

Tonkin, R. Dudley. My Partner, the River. 
The White Pine Story on the Susque- 
hanna. Pittsburgh, University of Pitts- 
burgh Press, 1958, 276p. 


“The author gives excellent description 
of the various processes by which tim- 
ber is cut, peeled, transported, and mar- 
keted. His character sketches of indi- 


vidual raftmen, loggers, and dealers are 
penetrating and brilliant.” 

Wallace, Paul A. W. Thirty Thousand 
Miles with John Heckewelder. Pitts- 
burgh, University of Pittsburgh Press, 
1958, 475p. 

As the editor himself explains, this book 
is a travelogue and not a biography. 
From 1754 to 1813, John Heckewelder 
of Bethlehem, Pa. was traveling in the 
interests of the Moravian Indian missions 
and of the United States government. 
The Indians had been uprooted from 
their eastern Pennsylvania homelands 
and were trying to re-establish them- 
selves farther west. As a reporter of 
Indian life during his time, Heckewelder 
has no superior. An excellent map is 
appended to the back fly leaf. 

Wylie, Clarence C. Two Hundred Years in 
Ligonier Valley. 1758-1958 in the Year 
of Its Bicentennial, September 21-27, 
1958. Published by the Ligonier Bi- 
centennial Association, Inc., 1958, un- 
numbered. 

A well organized compact history of 
Ligonier over a 200 year span. The il- 
lustrations are clear and well selected. 


1959 


The publications on Pennsylvania for 
1959 include biography, the oil industry, 
the Battle of Gettysburg and a few other 
special topics which contribute to the know- 
ledge and information of our ‘state. 

Brown, Robert K. Public Housing in Action: 
the Record of Pittsburgh. Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, Edwards Brothers, Inc., 1959, 
107p. 

This is a study of the “legislative evolu- 
tion” of the public housing program and 
illustrates its financial impact on the 
Pittsburgh community. Contains tables 
and graphs for clearer explanation as 
well as an extensive bibliography. 








Chidsey, Donald Barr. Valley Forge. New 
York, Crown Publishers, Inc., 1959, 
190p. 

This monograph based on the encamp-. 
ment of George Washington and his 
11,000 Continental forces at Valley Forge 
from December 1777 till June 1778 jis 
very well done and contains good clear 
illustrations. While the sufferings and 
deprivations of the men are mentioned, ihe 
emphasis is upon George Washington: 
the personalities he had to deal with in 
and out of the army, the delays and 
negligence and downright opposition he 
received from the Continental Congress, 
the good fortune that was his in having 
the lazy William Howe in charge of the 
British forces that winter are all de. 
scribed and noted for their effect upon 
the commander. 
The author includes a section on notes, 
a bibliography and an index. 

Dolson, Hildegarde. The Great Oildorado, 
The Gaudy and Turbulent Years of 
the First Oil Rush, Pennsylvania 1859. 
1880. New York, Random, 1959, 300p. 

Episodes and personalities connected 
with the drilling of the first oil well at 
Titusville written in a popular and very 
informal style make up the contents of 
this book. The boom towns of Pithole 
and Petroleum Centre are described and 
renewed for this generation. 

Hamilton, Charles, ed. Braddock’s Defeat. 
The Journal of Captain Robert Cholm- 
ley’s Batman: the Journal of a British 
Officer: Halkett’s Order Book. Norman, 
Oklahoma, University of Oklahoma 
Press, 1959, 139p. 

The journey of the army of General 
Edward Braddock is told in three dif- 
ferent ways by contemporary partici- 
pants as they travelled across Pennsyl- 
vania toward Fort Duquesne. The Jour- 

James, Alfred P. The Ohio Company: Its 
Inner History. Pittsburgh, University of 
Pittsburgh Press, 1959, 375p. 

This book is divided into two main parts. 
The first half is a history of the Ohio 
Company of Virginia from its organiza- 
tion and establishment in July of 1749 
with the two purposes of “land settle- 
ment and Indian trade” in the western 
country to its final end in October of 
1821. 

The second half, made up of 4 appen- 
dixes dealing with documents and trans- 
actions of the Company add considerable 
value to this monograph. A _bibliog- 
raphy and index complete the scholarly 
treatment of the history. 


Labaree, Leonard W., ed. The Papers of 
Benjamin Franklin. Vol. 1. Princeton, 
Yale University, 1959. 

The first volume of a projected work of 

49 volumes to be published over a period 

of fifteen years by Yale University, the 

American Philosophical Society and Life 

Magazine. This volume covers the pe- 
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riod from 1706-1734 taking Franklin up 
to the age of 28. 2 

Lokken, Roy N. David Lloyd: Colonial Law- 
maker. Seattle, Washington, University 
of Washington Press, 1959, 305p. 

The first Attorney General of Pennsy!- 
yania was appointed by William Penn 
and sailed for America in the summer 
of 1686. The story of his life and ex 
periences in the Colony until his death 
in 1726 present an excellent description 
of life and manners in colonial politics. 
The democratic methods which he intro- 
duced into Pennsylvania law and judi- 
cial practices make him a precursor of 
Thomas Jefferson and Andrew Jackson. 

Montgomery, James Stuart. The Shaping of 
a Battle: Gettysburg. With Official 
Maps published by the authority of 
the Secretary of War by the office of 
the Chief of Engineers, U. S. Army. 
Philadelphia & New York, Chilton 
Company-Book Division, 1959. 

According to the author’s explanation 
he has attempted a picture “in the 
round,”” including not only the events 
on both sides of the battle fronts but 
also the plight of peaceful civilians 
"caught between hostile armies and 
forced in spite of themselves to become 
actors in the terrible drama of war.” 
A very helpful feature of the book is 
the listing of the Officers and their 
commands as well as tables of the loss- 
es and casualties. 

Murphy, Raymond E. and Murphy, Marion 
F. Pennsylvania Landscapes: A Geog- 
taphy of the Commonwealth. State 
College, Pa., Penns Valley, 1959. 

This is a juvenile work revised and re 
written since 1952. 

Rosenbluth, David H. Pennsylvania Busi- 
ness Taxes. By the Joint Committee 
on Continuing Legal Education of the 
American Law Institute and the Ameri- 
can Bar Association, 1959, 177p. 

This book is really a handbook contain- 
ing a "general treatment of the law and 
practices in Pennsylvania tax matters. 

Shoemaker, Alfred I. Christmas in Penn- 
sylvania: A Folk-cultural Study. Intro- 
duction by Don Yoder. Kutztown, Penn- 
sylvania, Pennsylvania Folklore Soci- 
ety, 1959, 116p. 

The author explains in the Foreward 
that the purpose of this volume is “(1) 
to describe the folk-cultural background 
of Pennsylvania as it relates to Christ- 
mas (2) to describe the many colorful! 
folk-practices at Christmas-time in the 
Commonwealth and (3) to show how 
these Christmas folk-practices fared in 
the acculturation process.” 

Sigafoos, Robert A. Guide to Public Affairs 
Research in Pennsylvania. Commen- 
tary on the Status of Research with a 
Selected Bibliography of Materials 
Published from 1940 to 1959 on Gov- 


ernmental, Economic, Social and Phys- 


ical Resource Subjects. University 
Park, Pennsylvania, The Pennsylvania 
State University, 1959, 97p. 
Preceding the bibliography itself is the 
commentary and a table of contents. 


Wainwright, Nicholas B. George Croghan, 





7\ 


Wilderness Diplomat. Chapel Hill, The 

University of North Carolina Press, 

1959, 334p. 
Every historian dreams of finding a 
cache of personal papers of some his- 
torical figure which has never been seen 
before. Mr. Wainwright of the Historical 
society of Pennsylvania had the good 
fortune to make just that kind of a dis- 
covery. He found a trunk of papers con- 
taining among its contents a_ section 
which he calls the Croghan papers. 
They included correspondence and dia- 
ries and receipted bills representing 
thousands of Croghan's transactions. As 
a result this work is the most compre- 
hensive biographical sketch of George 
Croghan that has been possible up to 
now. 
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PREBOUND BOOKS 


D-TO-STAY-BOUND 


If there are any books which can give 
more usage and circulation than ‘‘Bound- 
to-Stay-Bound’’ Prebound Books, we'd like 
to know about them. . . . Forty years — 
always studying, ever improving, constantly 
comparing and continually testing the 
products of our craftsmanship have pro- 
duced what we consider the finest, longest 
wearing book in the history of civilization 
— and we challenge — in a spirit of fair 
competition — any manufacturer to better 
its quality. 

An interesting series of literature cover- 
ing the subject of ‘‘Bound-to-Stay-Bound”’ 
Prebound Books has been prepared. It con- 
tains information of value to every librar- 
ian interested in budget conservation. Send 
for yours today. 
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MANUFACTURERS OF 
“*BOUND-TO-STAY-BOUND" PREBOUND BOOKS 
JACKSONVILLE, ILLINOIS 








COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 


Adult Education—Ernest E. Doerschuk, Jr. 

Auditing—Dr. Josephine Raeppel 

Awards—Richrad Caverly 

Bulletin—Anne Skoog 

Conference Site—Harold Hayden 

Constitution & Procedure Book—Mrs. John 
C. Dautk 

Education & Certification—Mrs. Carolyn 
W. Field 

Federal Relations—Vivian Drake 

Inventory & Preservation of Research Ma- 
terial—James Koping & Albert Gerould 

Library Development—Mrs. Georgia S&S. 
Coyle 

Membership—Joseph H. Myers 

National Library Week—Marjorie Flood 

Nominating—Carol E. Melson 

Recruiting—Helen Becker 

Resolutions—-Margaret K. Schumacher 

Scholarship—Eleanor Downs 


NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


Carol E. Melson, Chairman 
Millersville State Teachers College 
Virginia Chase 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 
Alphonse F. Trezza 
Executive Secretary of Catholic Library 
Assoc. 
May V. K. Valencik 
Allentown Free Library 
Marian V. Bortner, Memorial Jr. High 
School Library, Erie 





Marywood College 


Department of Librarianship 
Auncunces 


its 40th SUMMER SESSION 
June 28 to August 5 
Courses in library science lead 
to the Master of Science degree 
and 

prepare for positions in school, 
college, and public libraries. 
For information concerning 
scholarships, regular full-time 
and summer-session courses 
address: 


The Director of Librarianship 


MARYWOOD COLLEGE 





Scranton 9, Pennsylvania 
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NEWS NOTES 


Helen Becker (CLS) will become head of 
the Catalogue Department at Carnegie 
Library of Pittsburgh on April 1 when Ruth 
Howe retires. 

Mrs. Anne C. Catlin has been appointed 
Assistant Librarian in charge of Technical 
Services at Chatham College. Mrs. Catlin 
has served as reference librarian at 
Grosvenor Library and Carnegie Institute 
of Technology and as Head Librarian at 
Lynchburg College. She comes to Cha. 
tham College from Geneva College where 
she was Assistant Librarian. 

Chatham College is planning an addi- 
tion to the present library building. A two 
level extension will be constructed between 
the library and the science building. The 
deck of the new structure will be on a 
level with the campus and will be used 
for commencement exercises and outdoor 
concerts. Additional space will be pro 
vided for approximately 100,000 volumes 
and 100 seats. 

Dorothy Bendix has been appointed 
associate professor of library science ai 
Drexel Institute of Technology. Formerly 
affiliated with the Detroit Public Library 
and the Pratt Institute Library School 
Professor Bendix is a public library and 
adult education specialist. She will spend 
part of her time, under a Library Services 
Act project, at the State Library conductinc 
research on the application of the Penn 
sylvania Library Development Plan in 
rural areas and planning toward library 
extension courses and/or in-service train- 
ing in selected locations of the state. 

Mary E. Hoover (Pratt) resigned Decem 
ber 31, 1959, as Assistant Librarian of the 
Lancaster Free Public Library, a position 
she had held since 1956. Samuel B. 
Shearer, Jr., (WRU’‘59) has been appointed 
Assistant Librarian, effective January 1 
He had been employed in the Anniston 

Alabama) Carnegie Library. 

E. Pearl Hess (Syracuse) became Chil- 
dren's Librarian of the Lancaster Free Pub- 
lic Library September 1, 1959. She was 
formerly Librarian, Bloom Township High 
School, Chicago Heights, Illinois. 

The new $275,000 Monessen library was 
dedicated on November 29, 1959. Gover- 
nor Lawrence was the main speaker. 

During the renovation of the West Phila- 
delphia Branch of the Free Library of 
Philadelphia, the city rented a vacant 
store to provide temporary library service. 
The 27,000 books transferred to the rented 
building were shelved in 135 bookcase 
units of counter height (42 inches) and full 
height (78 inches), finished in soft colors. 
The new steel shelving needs no clips 
tracks or screws; shelves fit into slots 
which are spaced vertically on one inch 
centers. The steel bookcase shelving was 
manufactured by Alan Wood Steel Co., 
Penco Division. 
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